CONTEST DIRECTORS REPORT

2004 presented several challenges and changes in direction for GBR. The club put considerable effort into hosting the Indian Ocean Masters Games Surfing Events in shortboard and longboard. The shortboard event failed to attract  a large number of entrants but was enjoyed by all who attended and we were able to link the event with the Masters and Juniors State Round.
The longboarders had a good field of entrants and benefited by being able to host their first State Round in Geraldton which looks like being an annual event. The other add-on for the LB club was the increase in the amount of entrants for the annual Geraldton Classic.

The Junior Development Club was underway in 2004 after a few false starts and had a successful presentation night enjoyed by all. Thanks to their committee for persevering. 2005 sees a new enthusiastic committee benefiting from increased membership and the provision of soft surfboards (6) for beginners.
GBR also purchased a new generator and received funding for a pop-up tent. We currently have an application for a lap-top computer awaiting approval.

GBR had a new contest format introduced allowing all divisions to compete against each other in round 1. Results from round one enabled surfers to compete again after being separated into an A and B division. Points were structured to allow respective allocations for each division. The format was well received and we were able to put events in the water at Head Butts, Flat Rocks and Greenough. Calling the contest venue the day before enabled events to be contested earlier in better conditions.

We have seen excellent results with GBR surfers taking off State Rounds and State Titles.

The 2004 Sunshine Surfmasters had everything – high number of entrants, Air Show, the introduction of the Dunny Bowl, computerised progression, great sponsorship thanks to Sam’s industry contacts and 22 out of the 32 final places going to local surfers.
2005 sees the introduction of an exciting contest structure where 3 qualifying events will be held and surfers points tallied from their best 2 from 3 events to qualify for the Grand Final. Prizes (thanks again to Corber Surf and Sam) are up for grabs at each event and from the feedback received at event 1 the new format is working well.
The importance of club surfing to our sport is very high as it breeds competitiveness and generates a distinct culture. Club members should be proud of their own achievements and the club’s collective achievements such as the award for Australia’s Number One Club bestowed upon GBR in 2000.

A club’s success is due largely to its committee and the direction they take. There are often many thankless hours of thought and effort put in by committee members and it is important that the committee is supported by all members as they are vital to the club and the sport.
Exciting times are ahead for GBR as the Back beach Surf Precinct continues to develop with the new Surf Life Saving Club premises planned for commencement this year. GBR will have club rooms and access to all facilities. The artificial reef project is progressing steadily with a strong committee driving the venture. 2 studies have shown excellent results and the next stage is to access funding for the research and design phase.

Coaching will continue to be developed with programs in place from SWA. programs. Judging and coaching accreditation courses will again be run in Geraldton and the club will assist with finance for members who wish to participate and further their skills.

Thanks to the committee and club members who have given their support through 2004. Keep in mind that next year is a huge milestone for GBR….30 years….and we plan to make it a year to remember.
Leon Norris

Contest Director
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